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Classification

Â Family:  Paramyxoviridae

Â Genus:  Morbilivirus

Â Serotype: only one, with differences in virulence
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RPV causes Rinderpest
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Â Rinderpest is a disease to be reportable to the OIE.
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Clinical signs 
The disease can occur with different level of virulence, the subclinical 

Infection In cattle, the acute form of the disease is characterised by:

Â Sudden onset of fever (41.5 °C)

Â Depression and loss of appetite

Â Congestion of the visible mucosal surfaces

Â Watery discharges from the eyes and nose

Â Loss of milk production in dairy animals

Â Necrotic lesions on mucous membranes of the mouth nostrils and 

urogenital tract

Â Respiratory distress

Â Diarrhoea (óshooting diarrhoeaô) starts about two days after 

appearance of mucosal lesions - faeces are profuse, dark, fetid and 

may contain mucus, blood and necrotic mucosa

Â Dehydration, collapse and death

Â Mortality rate 30-100%
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