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Overview

Ã Importance

Ã Careof dam

1. Beforeparturition

2. Duringparturition

3. After parturition

Ã Careof newborncalf

1. Immediatelyafter birth

2. Managementlater on (duringfirst few days after

birth).



Introduction 

ÃEnsuringprofitability of dairy farming.

ÃReproductionplaysa vital role.

ÃSoundfeedingand management.

ÃMajority of calf growth occursduring last 2

monthsof gestation.
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Ã Balanced feeding with adequate minerals and

vitamins.

Ã Tominimizehealthproblemsaroundparturition.

Ã To improve the immunesystemof dam so as to

preventmastitisjustbefore and after parturition.



Before parturition

1. Turningcowintoa separateroom

× Toavoid any accidents

× Clean,properly disinfected,comfortablebedding

× Ampleamountof water

2. Guardingagainstmilkfever

× Highyieldersand first calversat risk

× Avoidprenating(milkingprior to calving)

× Enoughmineralsesp. calcium

× Large dosesof Vit. D a week prior to calving (1m
unit/45 kg body weight)
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3. Dry period

× 45 to 60 daysof dry period.

× Ensuringnormal fetal development,optimal milk

productionand good udderhealth.

4. Watchfor primarysignsof parturition

× Udder enlargement,relaxation of sacro-schiatic

ligament, thick mucus discharge from vulva,

restlessness,glossyappearanceof teats.





During parturition

ÃUneasinessdueto labourpain.

ÃAnimalsseeksisolation.

ÃWatchfroma distance,do notdisturb.

Ã Time taken to expel the fetus, 2-3 hrs in

pluriparawhile4-5 hrsin primipara.

ÃWatchfor fetal presentation.

ÃAnydeviationor delay, provideassistance.

ÃDo not apply excessiveforce, in case of

dystocia.





After parturition

Ã Supplylukewarmwater

Ã Protection from any environmentalstress, both

extremecoldor heat.

Ã Preventconsumptionof afterbirthby dam.

Ã Cleanthedamand premises.

Ã Feeding of moistened bran mash mixed with

molasses.

Ã Watch if placenta is shed within 5-6 hrs, if

delayed,providetreatmentimmediately.



Ã Milk the animal after parturition, do not milk

completely.

Ã Milkingthricea day initially till udder inflammation

subsides.

Ã Providelaxative,palatable and nutritiousdiet.

Ã Provide enough minerals esp. calcium and

phosphorous.
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Immediate care

1. Helpto initiaterespiration

× Removemucusfrom nostrils

× Hold the hindlegsof newbornand swingto and fro to
remove copiousfluid from large bronchi,throat and
nose.

× Rubbingof chest

× If fails to breathe,inj. Doxapramhydrochloride@ 40-
100 mgi/v or sub-lingualroute.

× Cowshouldbe allowedto lickthecalf.

× Cleanand dry the calf immediately.

× Protectionfromvisciousdam.





2. Colostrumfeeding

× Immediately after birth (30 minsto 2 hours)

× 1st milking ðtrue colostrum

× For next 2-3 days ðtransition milk

× Primary source of nutrition

× Rich in minerals (2-3 times) and proteins (5 times) as 

compared to milk.

× Lower in lactose (prevents diarrhoea)

× Provides immunity to calf




