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<aThe | nch off science that deals with the
gr yJ cal and biological properties and
,)1: Qomena of the ocean.

pgjhe study of the physical and biological
== ?-j' “aspects of the ocean.
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°>3°."3cc contlnuous and very vast water
J/%e salt water that is contained in
ENo nous basinson E a r tsurfacs.

'o—-x\f hen viewed from  space, the
= redomlnance of E ar tobeansis readily
-apparent The oceans and their marginal
seas cover nearly 71 percent of Ear t |
surface, with an average depth of 3,688
metres (12,100 feet).
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exposed Iand%ﬁ‘euples the: remaining 29
\tofithesplanetanyssuiface and has a mean .
n of about 840 metres (approximately.
et) Actually, all the elevated land could
0e hjc den under the oceans and Earth reduced
asmooth sphere that would be completely
— CoVv vered by a continuous layer of seawater more
,Ihan 2,600 metres (8,530 feet) deep. This is
- known as the sphere depth of the oceans and
serves to underscore the abundance of water on
E a r tsurfacs.
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