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The ocean can be divided Into: many zones

'he ocean bottom| Is the benthic zone and
the water Itself (or the water column) IS
the pelagic zone.

The neritic zone Is that part: ofi the pelagic
Zone that: extends from the high tide line
0. an ocean bottom less than 600 feet
deep.



Neritic Zone

The neritic zone can be partitioned’ basead
on tide levels. The upper band Is known
as the intertidal’ zone, encompassing the
iegion from' the wave splash zone to the
low tide: mark.

The highest zone within the ntertidall IS
known' as the supra-littoral zene and Is the
area above the high tide mark that
receives only wave splash and seawater
miSt.



Below the' supra-littoral zone Is the supra-
ittoral” fringe, or ‘“splash zone®, which
iecelves a regular splashing from waves at
highi tide.

The next zone IS the mid-littorall zone,
which Includes the majority. of the
Intertidall zone and receives periodic
exposure and submersion by tides.



The lowest zone, the: infra-littoral zone,
Includes the lowest levels exposed by
extreme spring tides and extends Into
the subtidal zone, marking the beginning
of the marine environment.



